Approved Minutes
Planning & Zoning Commission Meeting
Location: Zoom Dial: 1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago) Meeting ID: 833 2799 7158 Password: 697527
June 10, 2020

CALL MEETING TO ORDER
M. Wilcoxon called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm

Members Present: Chair M. Willcoxen, Vice Chair P. Carlson, J. Johnson, D. Milles, B. Schule,
S. Brooks

Members Absent: None

Others Present: Planner E. Maass, Supervisor C. Cagle, Clerk K. Wood, Deputy Clerk B. Schule,
5 members of the public (signed in)

E. Maass said the Board is working with Elhers on a proposal. Nancy Hoffman will attend the
next Planning Commission meeting.

PUBLIC COMMENTS (ITEMS NOT ON THE AGENDA)
None

ADOPT THE AGENDA

D. Milles made a motion to adopt the agenda. Second by B. Schule. M. Willcoxen requested
that the old business be taken care of prior to the new business. Votes via roll call Ayes 5, Nays
0. Motion carried.

APPROVE THE MINUTES OF THE MAY 13,2020 PLANNING COMMISSION
MEETING

D. Milles made a motion to approve the minutes of the May 13, 2020 Planning Commission
meeting. Second by B. Schule. Votes via roll call Ayes 5, Nays 0. Motion carried.

OLD BUSINESS

4480 Fawn Lake Drive Complaint
E. Maass said a letter was sent to the property owner and the occupants of the tiny home called
him. He explained the process to them and the occupants (Pabst) said that they have been
working on getting in a tiny home village in Forest Lake. Due to COVID-19 and other health
concerns, they have been delayed. J. Pabst said they had planned on being out by the May1st
date the Township had given them and it was not their intent to ask for an extension. There was
discussion as to where the tiny home village is at in the process and E. Maass said he will reach
out to the Forest Lake Planner regarding it. If this is delayed further, the Pabst’s were made
aware that they will have to park the home elsewhere because it cannot be stored on the property.
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E. Maass stated that the Pabst’s understand the property owner would receive another notice of
violation and if they are not out by the next meeting. August 12 will be the start of the $200
violation. He recommends sending the next notice. If fines are sent, they would be levied to the
property owner and the check should come from the property owner.

C. Cagle asked about the other tiny home on the property. B. Pabst said the other occupant is
closing on a home and moving. The tiny home needs to be removed from the property because it
is larger than 120 square feet. E. Maass said it could be downgraded to an accessory structure if
the sleeping quarters, cooking space and sanitation were removed.

A letter will be sent to the property owner.

Lindgren Property

E. Maass reached out to P. Tiede and said he is comfortable with moving forward in perusing
proof of commercial operation. Different options will be discussed at the Board meeting. E.
Maass was directed to get a letter from P. Tiede for US Solar and present it to the Board.

Countryview Marine Update

They are out of compliance with their CUP and have not submitted their action plan to E. Maass.
E. Maass will send a letter requesting an action plan. D. Milles and M. Willcoxen will take
photos. J. Johnson said that there are a lot of trailers in the wetland area by 61 and D. Milles
stated there is a lot of outside storage that can be seen from the bike trail. E. Maass is going to
follow up with Countryview Marine.

There was discussion regarding the Tom Griffith property and the two pole barns he built. E.
Maass has been working with him and he has paid his after-the-fact fee to the Township. E.
Maass explained that there is a property line running through the area so the COC has not been
issued. T. Griffith will be invited to the July Planning Commission meeting. The property is
zoned ag.

31658 Foxhill Ave Complaint

E. Maass said the property owner received the letter regarding the concern about the possible
auto repair business on the property. A. Pahl (owner) said that J and J Auto was connected to her
address and it is not anymore. Chisago County licensed it for them, however her husband has not
been licensed for seven years. Members of the Planning Commission stated that they have been
seeing new vehicles coming and going. A. Pahl said they are a part of Jeep clubs and work on
vehicles for friends and family. She noted that there was a neighbor videoing her kids and the
police came and determined the kids were riding the ATVs safely.

E. Maass said he checked with the State and there is no registered business with the State at the
address. E. Maass said if there is an exchange of goods or monies it could be classified as a
business. Her husband has a lift and vehicles to be repaired do not stay there long. She said there
is one rare truck that does not move because they are looking for a starter for it. People give them
vehicles that they fix up and donate or take to a junk yard. E. Maass asked if the husband could
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schedule one or two repairs for friends at a time to limit the number of vehicles on the property.
There is a detached garage, but it is full. A. Pahl said the only two unlicensed vehicles are the
snow plow that does not leave the yard and the rare truck. She got permission last year to keep
the plow. E. Maass said section 4.12 of the ordinance states the vehicles need to not be showing
from the road and asked if they can store one behind the building. A. Pahl asked if they can get
another car port. Yes, if it is anchored. E. Maass said she would be limited to a 48’ chain-link
and a 36” privacy fence. Evergreens would provide more screening. A. Pahl said they are
looking into trees, but it would take a long time for them to grow. P. Carlson said some of us
should go out there and help her out. They are going to get in contact with her and meet at her
home. She is zoned RR1. Tabled until members can go to her home.

NEW BUSINESS

An Ordinance Amending Section 4.09 Fences

Public Hearing

E. Maass presented the County ordinance and said that it is clearer than the Township fence
ordinance.

P. Carlson asked if the Amborella House was supposed to bring fence designs to E. Maass. E.
Maass is going to check into this.

M. Willcoxen opened the public hearing at 8:23 pm

E. Maass said a draft ordinance mimics the County ordinance and it does not change the
ordinance, but it clarifies the fence ordinance.

D. Milles made a motion to close at 8:24pm. Second by B. Schule. Votes via roll call Ayes 5,
Nays 0. Motion carried.

D. Milles noted that E. Maass’ presentation is testimony for the public hearing.

After discussion, it was decided that chain link, livestock or similar wire fencing will be added to
section B1. If a fence exceeds 6’ it will require a permit. No fences in the ROW or on property
lines. Fences may be erected within the lot. E. Maass said 100% of the fence must be on their
property. He said run it about 6” inside the property line and work it out with the neighbor for
maintenance. J. Johnson said we need to give them enough information to avoid problems.
Section 409¢ does not require a permit.

D. Milles made a motion to recommend the ordinance with the changes discussed to the
Town Board. J. Johnson seconds. Votes via roll call Ayes 5, Nays 0. Motion carried.

RTC Development Standards

M. Willcoxen said the A1 Tire resolution was not accepted by the Town Board as presented by
the Planning Commission. There needs to be some set standards for the RTC. E. Maass said he
drafted some standards from other communities for some feedback. This is all new language that
could be added to the ordinance. Some suggestions include: curbing that complies with
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Township Engineer recommendations, preserve as many existing trees as possible, planting new
trees/shrubs, parking surface requirements, auxiliary parking surface requirements, boxed eave
requirements, wainscoting/exterior requirements, architecture standards, setback requirements,
and more. Setbacks were discussed as well as a uniform safety lighting policy. E. Maass will
create a draft from the feedback. M. Willcoxen asked the Planning Commission to do their
homework by looking at other communities and bringing ideas and photos back to the next
meeting. Having a policy will give the Township control of the RTC. They are going to check
out White Bear Lake and other communities.

E. Maass said the Tesoro has had problems with cellphone service and are looking at a new
tower, but are limited to 50 per the Township ordinance. The Township could amend the
ordinance and adopt the County code so that the commercial tower could not exceed 199°. There
will be a public hearing in July.

COMMISSIONER/TOWN BOARD REPORT

C. Cagle said she looked at the Elk Lane complaints and noted that they are both making
progress. She is receiving quite a few complaints regarding the Olson property. It was
determined it is the County’s jurisdiction. E. Maass said he is writing a letter to the County
listing out the violations and is looking for them to step in or partner with the Township.

C. Cagle received complaints about A. Pahl’s dirt track and she suggested the complaintant’s talk
to them directly. She had some suggestions as to when/what times the kids should ride the dirt
bikes.

NEXT REGULAR PLANNING COMMISSION MEETING IS JULY 8, 2020 AT 7:00 PM.

ADJOURN
P. Carlson made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 9:33 pm. Second by D. Milles. Votes
via roll call Ayes 5, Nays 0. Motion carried.

Mike Willcoxen, Planni air
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